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Community pharmacists are poised to play a central role in the future of NHS clinical care. The recent NHS
10-year vision sets out a clear direction of travel: prescribing and advanced clinical services delivered from
within community pharmacy will become routine within the next few years. As part of this, community
pharmacists are expected to become fully integrated members of neighbourhood multidisciplinary teams,
working alongside GPs, nurses, AHPs and social care partners to deliver proactive, personalised care closer
to home.

The ongoing Community Pharmacy Pathfinder Programme is already testing how these models may work
in practice and early findings highlight how critical it is that we build a confident, well-supported prescribing
workforce now.

Yet despite this strategic direction, many community pharmacists still face significant barriers when training
to become independent prescribers. Completing the required 90 hours of supervised, practice-based
learning is challenging when prescribing activity is not currently routinely embedded within most community
pharmacy settings. Pharmacists often rely on general practice or secondary care colleagues to access
clinical supervision supported by a Designated Prescribing Practitioner (DPP).

NCL Training Hub is therefore delighted to introduce the NCL Teach and Treat Programme 2026/27, a funded,
multi-sector initiative designed to unlock these barriers and prepare the workforce for the future prescribing
landscape. At the heart of the programme is our pay-it-forward model, which ensures that support continues
beyond qualification. Newly trained independent prescribers are given a safe, structured and supervised
environment to begin prescribing immediately, while also contributing back to partner practices and PCNs,
including delivery of the NCL Long-Term Conditions LCS.

This approach not only consolidates skills and builds confidence but also strengthens relationships between
community pharmacists and local clinical teams, relationships that will become essential as prescribing
services extend increasingly into community pharmacy. And crucially, it develops a sustainable pipeline of
future DPPs, as newly qualified prescribers gain the competence, experience, and professional readiness to
supervise others.

By investing now, we are preparing for the clinical future of community pharmacy, improving patient access,
strengthening multi-sector collaboration, and shaping a safe, skilled and resilient prescribing workforce for
North Central London.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-year-health-plan-for-england-fit-for-the-future/fit-for-the-future-10-year-health-plan-for-england-executive-summary
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-year-health-plan-for-england-fit-for-the-future/fit-for-the-future-10-year-health-plan-for-england-executive-summary
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/pharmacies-gp-practices-and-appliance-contractors/dispensing-contractors-information/nhs-community-pharmacy-independent-prescribing-pathfinder-programme
https://www.ncltraininghub.org/training-and-support/long-term-conditions
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NCL DPP Intro video short

For Active Multiprofessional Prescribers and Medical Prescribers:

We invite you to join as a Designhated Prescribing Practitioner (DPP) in the NCL Teach and Treat Programme,
supervising community pharmacists through their training journey to become independent prescribers.
Participating host organisations will receive funding to develop a structured, supportive training plan. Once
your trainee has completed their training and received annotation on their registration, they will commit to
providing 90 hours of prescribing to support your practice/PCN, e.g. delivery of NCL LTC LCS and/or
supporting QOF targets.

Express your interest by clinking this link: NCL Teach & Treat 2026 DPP EOl Form

Please see separate FAQs for further information which can be found here: NCL Training Hub - NCL Teach
& Treat 2026/27 FAQs

If you have any questions or queries, please contact kaziwa.lateef@nhs.net
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVsgCY3R0vA
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FKQSDD9Z&data=05%7C02%7Camina.ali%40nhs.net%7Ce15f710e8115467ef58b08de36571e21%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639007944965673766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wcoBNzoQOPfi%2BDLBZhSXnuS0kYTGL35T%2BDq%2F1rCIegU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ncltraininghub.org/news/ncl-teach-and-treat-programme-202627
https://www.ncltraininghub.org/news/ncl-teach-and-treat-programme-202627
mailto:kaziwa.lateef@nhs.net
https://www.youtube.com/embed/mVsgCY3R0vA?feature=oembed

